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Welcome by Nicolas Schmit,
EU Commissioner for Jobs and
Social Rights, officially launching the
6th edition of the European Vocational
Skills Week

‘I want to extend a warm welcome to all of
you as we officially launch the 2022 European
Vocational Skills Week (the Week), with the
aim of bringing together all Vocational and
Educational Training (VET) stakeholders from
around Europe and beyond to share best VET
practices and showcase the integral value of VET

for all ages.

This year the focus of the Week (16-20 May) is
VET and the Green Transition, in line with the EU’s
commitment to the European Green Deal - the
path towards zero net emissions by 2050 - and
the steps needed to get there, known as the
Green Transition.

Getting the recipe right in terms of what skills In a nutshell, it’s about learning new
and knowledge will be needed to plan for the skills and creating knowledge banks
future green economy is what VET and the with a sustainability mindset.

Green Transition is all about.

In the first stage, the EU is focused on making the Green Transition happen and ensuring that proper
reskilling and upskilling takes place to benefit all professions and industries in the new green economy we
are all creating together. In the longer term, we will reach a new model where everything we produce and
use will need to be designed and developed with sustainability at their core.

VET is here to ensure that all people can receive the right training and education to see them
through both the initial green transition and the new model of the green economy, while

also equipping them with the right skills for other mega trends - such as Europe’s digital
transformation.

The European Vocational Skills Week initiative was created in 2016 by the European Commission in the
context of the European Skills Agenda, ensuring social fairness, and putting into practice the first principle
of the European Pillar of Social Rights: access to education, training and lifelong learning for everybody,
everywhere in the EU.

Join us for the Week as we explore what VET and the Green Transition means for us all, with an
eye to the future and younger generations as we celebrate the 2022 European Year of Youth.

a )\ Innovative VET events and activities linked to the Week
LS S are already taking place around Europe and will last
well beyond the Week itself. | invite you to explore them,
encourage others to join, create your own, and discover
more best VET practices at our flagship VET Excellence
Awards on 18 May, where we will celebrate excellence

— g by all stakeholders across Europe: stellar students,
~anilyy el teachers, companies and organisations. | look forward
o pre to your participation.’
N\ Y Click on the image to watch the Commissioner’s Video
( For more on the Week and #EUVocationalSkills, check out the Week website )

Join the Community of \&
European VET practitioners
virtually on EPALE
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Community of European VET practitioners Infographic

.y  EU Commissioner for Jobs and Social
f ¥ Rights Nicolas Schmit kicks off new EAfA
(\\  podcasts series on apprenticeships

Why are apprenticeships such an important pathway for the career success of young people, and how is
the EU facilitating and promoting such initiatives? Find out in the first episode of the European Alliance
for Apprenticeships (EAFA) new podcast series on apprenticeships, where European Commissioner for
Jobs and Social Rights Nicolas Schmit shares his views on everything from the idea behind the European
Year of Youth 2022 and how the EU is supporting Member States in tackling youth unemployment. He also
highlights the benefits of apprenticeships and the role key actors play in providing quality and impactful
apprenticeships across the EU.

Hosted by Ana Carrero, deputy head of the Vocational Education and Training Unit at the European
Commission, with thematic expert Andrew McCoshan facilitating the discussion, the episode, which
aired on 8 February, is part of the new podcast series that aims at spreading knowledge on how to boost
apprenticeships and widen their reach, while also promoting best practices.

Listen to the interview with Commissioner Schmit on EAfA’s channel:
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Get to know ‘The voice of “!f
apprentices in the 2022 European @'
Year of Youth’ at the Barcelona

hybrid event

The European Alliance for Apprenticeships (EAfA), in collaboration with the Directorate General
for Vocational Education and Training of the Regional Government of Catalonia, the Fundacién
Bertelsmann and the European Apprenticeships Network (EAN), is organising a high-level event

on 24-25 March 2022 bringing together all relevant stakeholders from all over Europe to discuss the
learners’ roles and perspective in apprenticeships and to hear from different apprentices’ experiences
across Europe.

The event will take place in a hybrid setup with sessions taking place in Barcelona and streamed online.
Please note that only the first day of the event will be streamed online.

Register and learn more about the event here

All you need to know
about VET - new
brochure is out!

Check out the newly published brochure on VET for all the latest

EU initiatives on Vocational Education and Training (VET). Read the

Vocational Education and Training — Skills for today and for the future brochure for a full overview
of the history, the vision and the importance of VET reforms at national level, including key principles and
actions to support these reforms. The brochure also looks at those EU initiatives leading the way and the
assistance available to Member States in this area.

( Read it here >

A crucial partner in the success of the Week each
year are the National Contact Points, who pull out
all the stops to support and promote their local
VET event and activity organisers in their media
outreach, and in getting the vote out for them

A Warm We lcome to in the VET Excellence awards, while also raising
our new Nat| Oﬂal CO Ntact  awareness of VET in the context of the Week.

PO | ntS (N CPS), aS ﬁ rSt A big thank you to those who have joined the
o Week as our new 2022 National Contact
weblnar for the 202 2 Points (NCPs)! To kick off the NCP campaign,
i representatives from NCPs joined us for the first
WEEK dEbUtS Wlth Webinar in the series of Week Webinars to find
N CP I nfo—Day out more about their integral role, the campaign’s

objectives, and the resources available to them.
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Save the dat

7 March Info-session
call for proposals on

The European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) is holding an online information session to
explain the funding opportunities available under the call for proposals ‘Centres of Vocational Excellence’
(CoVE), under the 2022 Erasmus+. Learn about the policy context and priorities of the CoVE call for
proposals, tips on how to prepare and submit your proposals, with guidance on the evaluation process.

This call is already open for applications in the funding and tenders portal. The Erasmus+ Programme
Guide 2022 containing all relevant information is available here. No registration to the event is required.
The event on 7 March can be joined at this web-streaming link.

For more info

Link your event or Apply today for the
activity to the Week Week’s flagship VET
Excellence Awards!

Don’t forget to link your event or activity to
the Week to benefit from cross promotions

related to it. Together, we raise awareness of Don’t wait to nominate your candidate, as
the importance and value of VET across the application deadlines are fast approaching.

EU and beyond.
Nominate your favourite

Once you register your event, you'll have candidates for the flagship
access to a myriad of resources to promote VET Excellence Awards
it across your community, to a wide range of today.

stakeholders as well as to the media.

Share your VET Mark your calendar:
story to inspire 29 March

ﬂ-’l tu re v ET Info Day Webinar on: How to organise your
StLI d e ntS an d Oth er online event related to vocational education

and training.

stakeholders C e )

Do you have an inspiring story related to VET
practices? Share your story so others can
follow in your footsteps. Upload your
VET story here and shine a spotlight
on your VET path for others to follow.

J Oil‘l the convers ation Use #EUVocationalSkills and #DiscoverYourTalent

to follow the conversation online.

Get on Social Media — .. .con @ @
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Stay tuned for our next newsletter to catch up on all the latest information
regarding the European Vocational Skills Week and VET.
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